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in acoustics (Fig. 3). There were 252 oral sessions, and 167
poster sessions. The four plenary lectures presented at the

meeting are listed in Table 3. All abstracts for the meeting
are posted at www.acoustics08-paris.org/program. Also the

abstracts, along with 1,100 full-length papers which include
papers from euronoise and ecua, will soon be available
online at http://hal.archives-ouvertes.fr/.

Organizing the meeting

2002–2007
The overall planning of the meeting was a joint ven-

ture between the ASA, EAA, and SFA. Representatives
from each of these organizations made visits to meet-
ings of the other two during the six years prior to 2008
to discuss arrangements for Acoustics’08 Paris and to
gain a better understanding of how each organization
conducted its meetings. The EAA holds meetings
every three years under the title Forum Acusticum,
while the ASA has two meetings per year, and the SFA
one meeting every second year. The titles of the tech-
nical fields share similar names among the three
groups with the main difference being that EAA
has a field called “computational acoustics” while
the ASA’s counterpart is “signal processing in
acoustics.” The selection of special sessions

(called structured sessions by the EAA) began
with a flurry of emails in 2006 between rep-

resentatives from the three primary organi-
zations and euronoise and ecua. Final

decisions on session titles were made in
2007 so they could be listed in the Call

for Papers which was mailed and

When the Acoustical Society of America, the
European Acoustics Association, and the
French Acoustical Society decided to hold a

joint meeting, they never thought that it would be the
largest acoustics meeting ever held with over 5,000 par-
ticipants from 75 different countries! 

This second joint meeting of the Acoustical Society of
America (ASA) and the European Acoustics Association
(EAA) was held from June 30 to July 4, 2008. The gather-
ing of acousticians from around the world also included
the bi-annual meetings of the European Conference on
NOISE Control (euronoise) and the European
Conference on Underwater Acoustics (ecua). The meet-
ing was hosted by the French Acoustical Society
(Société Français d’Acoustique, SFA) on the occasion of
its 60th anniversary. Due to the fact that it brought so
many groups together, the meeting was named
Acoustics’08 Paris. And as the front cover of this issue
of Acoustics Today testifies, Paris is a beautiful city.

Some statistics
The breakdown of the 5,018 registrants into

three categories is given in Table 1. An important
goal set by the organizers was to draw a large num-
ber of students from around the world to attend
Acoustics’08 Paris. This was realized with 980
students in attendance, many of whom
received funding support from various spon-
sors, including ASA, EAA and SFA. There
were twenty-five recipients of Best
Student Paper Awards1 and the architec-
tural acoustics student design compe-
tition attracted 17 submissions.2 The
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Fig. 1. Attendance distribution by continent.

75 countries represented by attendees are listed in Table 2, and
shown by continent in a pie chart in Fig. 1. Acoustics’08 Paris was
held in the Palais des Congrès conference center (Fig. 2). The
total number of abstracts was 3,547 which were organized into
419 sessions covering 13 different technical fields and education



placed on the web in early November. Around 500 acousticians
from both sides of the Atlantic Ocean were involved at various

levels in organizing the scientific part
of the meeting. Thanks to their efforts,
the presented papers and posters were
of a high scientific standard. 

Prior to January 2008 the plans
for meeting space were based on pro-
jections between 2,000 and 2,500
participants. One can imagine the
surprise of the members of the
Organizing Committee when more
than 3,000 abstracts were received on
the day of the January 10th deadline!
The prospect of a meeting with some
5,000 participants was very exciting,
but at the same time made the organ-
izers aware that more work and addi-
tional meeting space would be need-
ed. After the abstracts were received,
the next step was to create the scien-
tific program. This is typically done
at a Technical Program Organizing
Meeting (TPOM). Arrangements for
holding the Acoustics’08 TPOM in
Paris were made by Philippe Blanc-
Benon,  Didier Cassereau, Bertrand
Dubus, Pascal Laugier and Manell
Zakharia of the SFA with support
from the ASA and EAA.

February 14-15, 2008–The TPOM
Twenty-five representatives

from the three primary organiza-
tions and euronoise and ecua met
with members of the Organizing
Committee in Paris on February 14
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Fig. 2. Palais des Congrès conference center.

Fig. 3. Abstracts in each technical field.



poster sessions, and assigned times
and meeting rooms and poster
locations for each session. The large
number of abstracts, and the fact
that only 25 meeting rooms were
available, made it necessary to
assign a larger percentage of poster
presentations than for a typical
meeting. No lecture presentations
were scheduled during the time
allocated for posters to ensure that
attendees would have adequate
time to attend poster sessions. 

The TPOM representatives
were aided in their formidable task
by a software management program
which pre-sorted the abstracts by
subject and session, and then
allowed the representatives to
manipulate papers electronically
(Fig. 7) with some help by master
computer controller Didier
Cassereau (Fig. 8). The abstracts,
along with their assigned times and
locations, were arranged to mini-
mize conflicts (Figs. 9 and 10). The
sorted abstracts were then sent elec-
tronically across the Atlantic Ocean
to ASA’s headquarters in NY. There
the ASA staff, headed by Elaine
Moran, with the assistance of the
American Institute of Physics, creat-
ed the 1,000-page program which

was mailed to ASA members. The completed program was then
sent back electronically across the ocean to the EAA, where Dick
Botteldooren, the editor of Acta Acustica united with Acustica, pro-
duced the meeting program for EAA members. 
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Fig. 4. Members of TPOM, Paris, February 2008.

Fig. 5. TPOM members inspect rooms at Palais des Congrès.

Fig. 6. Pascal Laugier explaining the abstract organization process.

Fig. 7. TPOM members plan their technical sessions.

and 15  (Fig. 4) at the Ecole Supérieure de Physique et
de Chimie Industrielles (ESPCI is the site of the labo-
ratory where Madame Curie discovered radium over a
century ago). The TPOM representatives first inspect-
ed the meeting spaces in the Palais des Congrès (Fig.
5) and learned about the process for sorting abstracts
(Fig. 6). Then they sorted papers into lecture and



June 30-July 4, 2008–The Meeting
The opening session was held on Monday morning, June

30. SFA Co-chair Manell Zakharia, the primary organizer of
the meeting, gave an introduction to the events for the week.
He was followed by welcoming talks from the presidents of
the three primary sponsoring organizations (Gilles Daigle,
ASA; Luigi Maffei, EAA; Jean Kergomard, SFA) and ASA Co-
Chair William Yost (Fig. 11). Mark Lipinski, Vice President
for Region Î1e de France, gave an interesting talk in which he
reviewed how Acoustics’08 Paris was rated to receive support
funds from the French government. He reported that the
conference received high scores on everything with the one
exception—the low number of women registrants. Musician
PuceMuse gave a sound and light performance which con-
cluded the opening ceremony. 

It is impossible to review the scientific contributions from
this meeting in this article, other than to note that bringing so

many experts from around the world
to one site provided the opportunity
for acousticians to delve into their own
specific subjects as well as to learn what
is current in related fields and acoustics
in general. The poster sessions were
held in the corridors, and drew large
crowds (Fig. 12). Readers interested in
highlights of the conference can read
lay papers and press releases at
www.acoustics.org under ASA’s
Worldwide Press Room. Three special
sessions honored the contributions by
Jens Blauert, Johan Sundberg, and the
late Henning von Gierke. A special ses-
sion was also dedicated to the 50th
anniversary of the NATO Undersea
Research Centre (NURC). There were
58 exhibitors that participated in the
Exhibition including 52 companies
and 6 scientific organizations, one of
which was ASA (Fig. 13). In addition
to the exhibits and scientific part of the
meeting, there were a number of social
events, including conference recep-
tions and a special concert at the
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Fig. 8. Didier Cassereau explaining the computer software.

Fig. 9. Assigning times and rooms for sessions.



church of St. Sulpice featuring its
famous organ. Over 1,300 people
enjoyed the banquet held at the
Maison de la Chimie; 626 attended
the student lunch, and 230 attended
the Women in Acoustics luncheon.
The medals and awards ceremony
was jointly sponsored by the ASA,
EAA, and SFA. The award recipients
are listed in Table 4. A press confer-
ence was held at the meeting and
many authors were interviewed by
journalists during the week. The
reporter for the American
Association for the Advancement
Science (AAAS) wrote articles cover-
ing the meeting in Science magazine. 

Eight technical tours were con-
ducted, including visits to the
European Acoustics Lab in the
Building Industry, the Aerotechnical
Institute, and various sites related to
musical acoustics (Musical Acoustics
Lab, IRCAM, and a tour of the organs
of Paris). The ASA and EAA technical
committees met together, and the
ASA’s Public Relations Committee
exchanged ideas with their European
counterparts. Members from the ASA
Student Council attended the meeting
of EAA students who are looking into
creating their own student council.
The closing ceremonies on Friday fea-
tured an excellent performance by the
jazz band Les Flagada Stompers. Also,
Jonathan Rathsam, an American
singer, and Renzo Vitale, a European
piano player, both graduate students
in acoustics, gave excellent renditions
of some Gershwin tunes and the U.S.
national anthem. (It was the 4th of
July, America’s Independence day.)
Co-chairs Michael Vorländer, EAA;
Bertrand Dubus, Manell Zakharia,
SFA; and William Yost, ASA reflected
on how successful Acoustics’08 Paris
had been based on its scientific con-
tributions and by providing a meeting
place to renew or form new friend-
ships with colleagues from around the
world. 

History of joint ASA/EAA 
meetings
1999—1st joint ASA/EAA meeting

The first joint meeting of ASA and EAA held in Berlin in
March 1999 registered an attendance of 2,263. It combined
the second EAA Forum Acusticum, the 137th meeting of the

ASA, and the 25th anniversary of the German Acoustics
DAGA conference. Up until Acoustics’08 Paris, it had been
the largest meeting held solely on acoustics. The idea for the
first joint meeting began with preliminary talks in 1993.
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Fig. 10. Technical Co-Chairs Michael Vorländer (EAA) and Bertrand Dubus (SFA) at TPOM.

Fig. 11. Acoustics’08 Paris Co-Chair William Yost (ASA) welcomes participants at Opening Session.



Further discussions between the ASA
and EAA resulted in the German
Acoustical Society (DEGA) offering to
hold the conference at the Technical
University of Berlin with Michael
Möser as general chair for the EAA and
Jiri Tichy for ASA. The Technical
Program Organizing Meeting (TPOM)
was held in Norfolk, Virginia in 1998
with David Havelock as the technical
program chair. The three organizations
were represented at the meeting in
Berlin by James West (President of
ASA), Jens Blauert (Chair of EAA), and
Jacob Scheuren (President of DEGA).
The first joint meeting in 1999 built a
strong foundation for holding the sec-
ond joint meeting in Paris.

Acoustics’08 Paris—2nd joint
ASA/EAA meeting 

Based on the success of the first joint
ASA/EAA meeting, it was inevitable that
a second one would be considered. In
September 2001, the SFA proposed Paris,
France to be the site of the 2007
International Congress on Acoustics
(ICA), with Manell Zakharia as general
chair. Madrid was subsequently selected,
and shortly thereafter representatives
from the ASA consulted with the SFA to
determine whether they would be inter-
ested in hosting the 2nd joint ASA/EAA
meeting in Paris in 2008. The proposal
for the joint meeting was approved by the
boards of the SFA, the EAA, and the ASA
by the end of 2001. A description of sub-
sequent events beginning in 2002 is
given above.

Conclusion
The second joint ASA/EAA meeting,

like the first, provided an important
avenue for advancing the many fields of
acoustics. It brought together acousticians
from Europe and North America as well
as from other parts of the world, almost a
thousand of whom were students. We
believe this meeting created a sound basis
for future collaboration. All of this was
made possible thanks to funding support
from 17 public and private sponsoring
organizations (Table 5). We hope that
Acoustics’08 Paris advanced the interna-
tional dynamism of this discipline and
invigorated the enthusiasm of the
younger generation of acousticians in this
ever changing world.
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Fig. 12. Poster sessions held in the Palais des Congrès.

Fig. 13. ASA exhibit booth (Elaine Moran (l) and Kelly Quigley (r).

Fig.14. Presidents Gilles Daigle (ASA)(l)  and Luigi Maffei (r) (EAA).



Finally, we note that extending a straight line based on
two data points forecasts the next joint meeting in the year
2017. Nominations for a site are now open.AT
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Fig. 15. President Jean Kergomard (SFA) (r)
discussing plans with Manell Zakharia (l)
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thetic aperture sonar, surface acoustic waves, scattering and
target recognition, time-frequency analysis and low frequency
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