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Executive Council Elections
The recent elections for new offi-

cers of the Executive Council of the
Acoustical Society of America resulted
in Judy Dubno being elected President-
Elect and Barbara Shinn-Cunningham
being elected Vice President-Elect.
Judy Dubno was Vice-President of the
Society in 2010-11 and a member of
the Council in 2004-2007. Barbara
Shinn-Cunningham was a member of
the Council in 2010-13. The newly
elected officers will begin serving
terms as President and Vice-President
immediately after the Providence ASA
meeting in May 2014.

Newly elected members of the
Council are Ann R. Bradlow and
Michael V. Scanlon. They both began
serving a three-year term beginning
immediately after the Montreal meet-
ing in June 2013.

Executive Council adopts Diversity
Statement

During the ASA Executive Council
meeting in Montreal in June 2013, a
motion was made to adopt a diversity
statement that had been suggested by the
ASA's Panel on Public Policy (PoPP).
The drafting of such a diversity state-
ment had been initiated by the ASA's
Committee on Diversity, which was
chaired by Juan Arvelo. The motion
passed and that statement is now the
official diversity statement for the
Society. The statement is as follows: The
Acoustical Society of America is committed
to making acoustics education, research,
and practice accessible to everyone.

The statement was accompanied
by the following explanatory note and
affirmation of implementation:

Explanatory note: The Society
upholds the belief that diversity enriches
the field of acoustics. We are working to
diversify its membership and the acoustics
community in general by identifying bar-
riers to implementing these goals, and are
taking an active role in organizational
and institutional efforts to bring about
such goals. (1) We assert that all individ-
uals, regardless of racial identity, ethnic
background, sex, gender identity, sexual
orientation, age, disability, religion, or
national origin, must be provided equal
opportunity in the field of acoustics.

Implementation: The Society active-
ly supports efforts by the acoustics com-
munity to better engage the knowledge
and talents of a diverse population, and
to increase the viability of acoustics as a
career option for all individuals.

New President and Vice-President
of the Society

At the close of the Montreal meet-
ing in June 2013, James H. Miller took
over the reins as President of the ASA
and Peter H. Dahl took over the reins
as Vice President. Miller succeeded
David L. Bradley, who was President
during 2012-2013, and Dahl succeeded
Michael R. Stinson. 

Charles Schmid to retire as ASA
Executive Director

At the ASA Executive Council
meeting in Kansas City in October
2012, Charles Schmid announced that
he wished to retire as Executive
Director effective the end of 2013.
Schmid began service as the Society’s
first Executive Director in 1990. He
received the Society’s Distinguished
Service Citation at the Society’s meet-
ing in Paris in the summer of 2008.

A search committee appointed by
then ASA President David L. Bradley
and chaired by former ASA President
Mardi Hastings, and including other

ASA former Presidents David
Blackstock, William Yost, Gilles Daigle,
and Jim West, has been active since the
beginning of this year, and the position
of a new Executive Director has been
extensively advertised. It is expected
that the position will be filled by the
beginning of October, with an overlap
of service during the last quarter of
2013 with the retiring Executive
Director. The new Executive Director
will fully take on the job at the begin-
ning of 2014.

Advisory Committee for Acoustics
Today

At the ASA Executive Council
meeting in Hong Kong, in May 2012,
the Council approved the appointment
of an advisory committee for Acoustics
Today. An earlier advisory committee
had been appointed at the time the
magazine was first launched, but it had
been little consulted and was long dor-
mant. Its listing on the masthead page
of the magazine was dropped several
years ago. Some of the leadership of the
Society felt that a new advisory com-
mittee could play an effective role in
the management of the magazine, and
the Editor-in-Chief was encouraged to
make a motion to the Executive
Council. The newly appointed
Advisory Committee consisted of
Brenda L. Lonsbury-Martin (Chair),
Erica E. Ryherd, Juan I. Arvelo,
Geoffrey F. Edelmann, and Stephen C.
Thompson. The Committee has subse-
quently held meetings at the recent
ASA meetings in Kansas City (Winter
2012) and Montreal (Spring 2013).

Judy Dubno (l). Barbara Shinn-Cunningham (r)

Charles Schmid (l). Mardi Hastings (r).
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Search Committee for Editor of
Acoustics Today

Shortly after the ASA learned of
the death of Dick Stern (who died on
June 19, 2013), the ASA President, Jim
Miller, on June 24, appointed a com-
mittee to search for a new Editor. The
appointed Search Committee consisted
of Brenda L. Lonsbury-Martin (Chair).
Marjorie Leek, Martin Siderius, Gary
Elko, and Michael G. Heinz, with the
Editor-in-Chief (Allan Pierce) as an ex-
officio member. The Committee subse-
quently held several tele-conference
meetings and drafted a new job
description and an advertisement. The
results were posted online at the site
<http://acousticalsociety.org/content/e
ditor-acoustics-today>.

The ad that was posted is as fol-
lows:

Editor, Acoustics Today
The Acoustical Society of

America (ASA) seeks applications for
the position of Editor for its popular
magazine, Acoustics Today. This is a
contract position; the Editor will not be
an employee of ASA. Acoustics Today is
a full-color, quarterly print publication
that provides technical and Society
information to ASA members. The
magazine includes tutorials, technical
articles, position and commercial
advertisements, and highlights the
activities of members, Technical
Committees, and Standards. The mag-
azine is also reproduced in the ASA’s
Digital Library shortly after a print
copy becomes available for members
and non-member subscribers to down-
load for their personal or professional
use. The Editor is responsible for plan-
ning the content of the magazine, solic-
iting and receiving articles and other
materials from authors, writing and
rewriting materials, and coordinating
with the publisher. The Editor, who
reports to ASA’s Editor-in-Chief and
the Executive Council, attends the
spring and fall meetings of the Society,
and acts as an ex officio member of the
Acoustics Today Advisory Committee.
Duties associated with this position are
expected to require an average time
commitment of two days per week. A
general knowledge of acoustics is
required along with demonstrated

writing ability. A broad awareness and
appreciation of publication production
processes is desirable. The ASA’s
Publications Office provides adminis-
trative and clerical support. Candidates
should submit a cover letter describing
their interest in and qualifications for
the position, curriculum vitae/resume,
and the names and contact information
for at least three references.
Nominations of qualified individuals
are also welcome. Applications and
nominations should be sent by e-mail
to: Chair, Search Committee for the
Editor of Acoustics Today,
asa@aip.org. Review of applications
will begin in September, 2013, and
continue until the position is filled.

It is anticipated that the
Committee will interview selected
applicants at the ASA meeting in San
Francisco in early December 2013. It is
possible that the position will be filled
by the beginning of January.

In the meanwhile, the ASA
President Jim Miller appointed Allan
Pierce, the Editor-in-Chief, to serve as
Acting Editor. Pierce anticipates being
responsible for the content of the
October 2013 and January 2014 issues,
as well as being partly responsible for
the content of the current issue. A goal
has been set for getting the magazine
back on schedule by the October issue.

Acoustical Society to partner with
Springer to co-publish books

At the recent meeting of the
Executive Council of the Acoustical
Society in Montreal, it was announced
that David L. Bradley, acting with the
authority of his being the ASA
President, had signed a Publishing
Agreement with Springer. This
Agreement, between Springer Science
and Business Media and the Acoustical
Society of America, Inc., was signed by
the ASA on May 29, 2013. The
Agreement was the outgrowth of a
motion brought to the Executive

Council by the ASA's Books+
Committee during the meeting in
Kansas City during the week of Oct. 22
to 26.

The Books+ Committee, chaired by
Kenneth Foote, had been discussing
ways in which the ASA might publish
new books for some time. For the most
part, the books published by the ASA up
until now were reprints of older books
that had previously gone out of print.
While the ASA had published a few gen-
uinely new books in the recent past,
there was a feeling that the ASA could
not do this at the level that seemed
appropriate for the ASA without the
involvement of a commercial publisher.
It was noticed that many of our sister
organizations had done such partnering
(such as the IEEE with Wiley, and the
American Chemical Society with
Oxford University Press). There was
also a feeling that the ASA as a self-con-
tained publisher could not be attractive
to authors because it could not do an
adequate marketing of new books.

Consequently, the Committee
began discussions with professional
publishers, and after several publishers
showed interest, proposals were solicit-
ed. At the Kansas City, the Books+
Committee discussed the various
options, and voted on accepting a pro-
posal that had been put forth by
Springer. The recommendation was
put forward to the Executive Council
as a formal motion. The Executive
Council approved the motion, and left
the matter of negotiating a suitable
agreement up to the President and the
Executive Director, with possible con-
sultation with Chair of the Books+
Committee. 

The agreement that was eventually
signed was close in form to that which
had been approved by the Books+
Committee. Authors will submit book
proposals to an ASA Editorial Board,
and the board will give feed-back and
consider the merits of having the books
published with the ASA logo and the
ASA Press trademark. Once the board
has decided that publication is merito-
rious, the proposal will be passed on to
Springer, which will negotiate with the
author on eventual publication.
Authors will be able to collect royalties,
just as they would be able to do for any

Springer logo

A candidate for the ASA Press logo
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2013
11–16 Aug. Budapest, Hungary  3rd International

Conference on Effects of Noise on Aquatic Life
www.an2013.org

04–06 Sept. Portorož, Slovenia 12th International
Conference, Application of Contemporary
Non-Destructive Testing in Engineering
(ICNDT 2013)
www.fs.uni-lj.si/ndt 

08–13 Sept. Pirenopolis, Brazil International Bioacoustics
Congress (IBAC 2013)
www.ibacbrazil.com 

15–18 Sept. Innsbruck, Austria Internoise 2013
www.internoise2013.com 

23–27 Sept. San Diego, USA OCEANS ’13 IEEE/MTS
www.oceans13mtsieeesandiego.org

07–09 Oct. Bloomington, USA Aging and Speech
Communication: An Interdisciplinary
Research Conference 
www.indiana.edu/~ascpost/2013

09–11 Oct. Hangzhou, China 4th Pacific Rim Underwater
Acoustics Conference (PURAC 2013)
pruac.zju.edu.cn 

11 Oct. Evanston, USA Noise and Hearing: What do
we know? Where do we go?
knowlesmeeting.northwestern.edu

16–28 Oct. West Greenwich, USA 2013 IEEE Underwater
Acoustic Signal Processing Workshop
www.uasp.org

17–20 Oct. New York, USA 135th Audio Engineering
Society (AES) Convention
www.aes.org/events/135

23–25 Oct. Kochi, India 12th Biennial Symposium on
Ocean Electronics (SYMPOL 2013)
sympol.cusat.ac.in 

10–15 Nov. New Delhi, India Acoustics 2013 New Delhi
www.acoustics2013newdelhi.org 

11–13 Nov. Kaosiung, Taiwan 8th ACM International
Conference on Underwater Networks & Systems
www.wuwnet.org

02–06 Dec. San Francisco, USA 166th Meeting of the
Acoustical Society of America
www.acousticalsociety.org 

2014
07–10 Apr. Taipei, Taiwan Oceans ’14 MTS/IEEE

www.oceans14mtsieeetaipei.org
05–09 May Providence, USA 167th Meeting of the

Acoustical Society of America
www.acousticalsociety.org 

01–05 June Nara, Japan 11th International Congress on
Noise as a Public Health Problem (ICBEN
2014)
www.icben2014.com

06–10 July Beijing, China 21st International Congress
on Sound and Vibration (ICSV21) 
www.icsv21.org

07–12 Sept. Krakow, Poland Forum Acusticum 2014
www.fa2014.pl

14–19 Sept. St. John’s, Canada, OCEANS ’14 MTS/IEEE 
www.oceans14mtsieeestjohns.org

06–10 Oct. Prague, Czech Republic 11th European
Conference on Non-Destructive Testing
www.ecndt2014.com

Calendar of Meetings and Congresses
Based on the calendar compiled by the Information Service of the International Commission for Acoustics 

book published by a commercial pub-
lisher. Springer will bear all the costs of
publishing the books. The ASA will
spend no money, although it will
appoint the Editorial Board, which will
be made up of volunteers. All the book
which successfully pass through this
route will have the ASA Press trade-
mark on the cover , along with the
Springer logo. The carrot to authors for
first submitting their books to the ASA
Press Editorial Board is that their
books, once published, will bear the
implicit endorsement of the world's
leading professional society in
acoustics. (This is in the sense that all
articles published in JASA bear the
implicit endorsement of the ASA. It
doesn't, of course, mean that they are
right, but it nevertheless means some-
thing.) ASA members will also be able

to purchase all of the ASA
Press/Springer books at a substantial
discount. 

The current ASA President, James
H. Miller, has appointed an interim
ASA Press Editorial Board, the mem-
bership of which will be subject to con-
firmation by the ASA Executive
Council at the meeting in San
Francisco in December. James (Jim)
Cottingham has been appointed Chair
of the Board. Other members are Erica
Ryherd, Andrea Simmons, Diana
Deutsch, William Yost, Mark
Hamilton, Martin Siderius, Ning
Xiang, Philip Marston, and Arthur
Popper. Ex-officio members are the
Chair of Books+ (Kenneth Foote) , the
ASA Editor-in-Chief (Allan Pierce),
and the Editor-in-Chief of the Springer
series on Modern Acoustics and Signal

Processing (William M. Hartmann).
The Editorial Board has not yet set

up the rules for its operations and they
will present such to the Executive
Council at the meeting in December.
However, prospective authors can send
book proposals in the interim to:

Mary Guillemette
Acoustical Society of America
Publications Office
West Barnstable, MA 02668
maryguillemette@comcast.net

Ms. Guillemette and her colleagues
in the ASA Publications Office will pro-
vide staff support for the ASA Press
Editorial Board. It is suggested that a
book proposal submission include a ten-
tative preface, a tentative table of con-
tents, and a detailed outline.
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