
 Leo Beranek 100th Birthday Tribute    |  7

from the President |  Judy R .  Dubno

I am very pleased to continue 
this feature of Acoustics Today, 
which brings news and infor-
mation from the Society’s of-
ficers.  At a recent meeting of 
scientific society officers, it was 
noted that scientific societies 

provide opportunities for their members to:  meet and net-
work, publish and archive, advocate and educate, and honor 
and recognize.  ASA’s meetings are an important venue for 
these activities and, with the fall ASA meeting approaching, 
I would like to highlight some opportunities for you to meet, 
network, educate, honor, and recognize.

 ASA’s 168th Meeting will be held 27-31 October 2014 at the 
Indianapolis Marriott Downtown Hotel, Indianapolis, Indi-
ana.  The meeting’s General Chairs (Patricia Davies and Ken 
de Jong) and Technical Program Chair (Bob Port), along 
with the technical program and local organizing committee 
members, have created an outstanding program.  In addi-
tion to technical sessions, events include a Short Course on 
“Electroacoustic Transducers:  Fundamentals and Applica-
tions” by Tom Gabrielson; the Acoustics Education Prize 
Lecture by Rossing Prize awardee Colin Hansen; technical 
tours of the Center for the Performing Arts, Indiana Univer-
sity School of Medicine, and 3M Acoustics facilities; an Un-
dergraduate Research Exposition; and the Gallery of Acous-
tics.  The Tutorial Lecture on “Musical Acoustics:  Science 
and Performance” by Uwe Hansen will be presented at the 
Hilbert Circle Theater, including a performance by the New 
World Youth Symphony and a tour of the theater.  

Several events have been planned by the ASA Student Coun-
cil especially for students, including an orientation and two 
receptions.  Students, postdoctoral fellows, and early career 
acousticians will also want to visit the new Resume Help 
Desk, which provides assistance with graduate school and 
job applications, CVs, and related materials.  

When the technical program is not in session, be sure to at-
tend the Plenary Session and Awards Ceremony to honor 
ASA medal and award winners and new Fellows. Other 
places to meet and network are at luncheons, evening so-

cials followed by the open and collegial meetings of Tech-
nical Committees, and the ASA Jam.  The evening socials 
are special events in Indianapolis, with the Tuesday social 
at the Eiteljorg Museum of American Indian and Western 
Art, and the Thursday social having a Halloween theme 
(costumes are encouraged and a few surprises have been 
organized by a team of young acousticians).  Visit the 
Indianapolis meeting webpage for full details.   

The meeting also provides an opportunity for ASA members 
to honor and recognize two of its prominent members, Leo 
Beranek and Allan Pierce.  

Leo Beranek celebrated his 100th birthday on 15 September 
2014.  Leo has generously shared his knowledge and passion 
for acoustics in his books and lectures and has gained world-
wide recognition and numerous awards, including the Na-
tional Medal of Science.  He was President-Elect at ASA’s 
25th Anniversary celebration in 1954 and Chair of ASA’s 
75th Anniversary celebration in 2004.  Recently, he became 
the first ASA member to receive a Diamond Certificate not-
ing his ASA membership of 75 years.  The Indianapolis meet-
ing will include a special session, “Centennial Tribute to Leo 
Beranek's Contributions in Acoustics,” featuring Leo as one 
of the invited speakers (a first for a continuously active cen-
tenarian at an ASA meeting).  To honor this milestone, this 
issue of Acoustics Today includes a series of essays reviewing 
Leo’s achievements, and his significant role in ASA.  I know 
you will enjoy reading about Leo's contributions as a leader, 
innovator, artist, mentor, and friend.  

Allan Pierce will retire as ASA Editor-in-Chief on 31 Oc-
tober 2014, so it is a good time to look back on Allan’s con-
tributions and honor his service.  Allan was named ASA 
Editor-in-Chief in 1999.  Many significant changes and en-
hancements in ASA publications occurred during Allan’s 15 
years as Editor-in-Chief.  A few of these are highlighted here. 

•  Allan was responsible for the transition from distributing 
paper copies of manuscripts for peer review to electronic 
peer review, which has significantly improved manuscript 
tracking and review turnaround times.  
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•  Allan increased the number of JASA Associate Editors 
(AE’s) and assigned them to cover subareas of acoustics 
within a technical area, rather than all manuscripts within 
a Technical Committee.  This allowed each AE to handle a 
more reasonable volume of work, increased participation 
of ASA members in JASA reviews, and ultimately served 
to speed the review and decision process.  

•  At the start of Allan’s term as Editor-in-Chief, ASA pub-
lications included JASA and Echoes newsletter (edited 
by Tom Rossing).  Acoustics Research Letters Online was 
created in 1998 by Bob Apfel and was just getting started 
when Allan became Editor-in-Chief.  ARLO was a new and 
innovative idea for an open access journal using all elec-
tronic publishing and including multimedia content.  In 
2005, ARLO transitioned into The Journal of the Acousti-
cal Society of America Express Letters (JASA-EL) under Al-
lan’s guidance, with Keith Wilson as its first editor, and is 
growing more popular each year.  Around the same time, 
Acoustics Today magazine began publication, spearheaded 
by Dick Stern who was its first editor.  Finally, Proceedings 
of Meetings on Acoustics (POMA) was launched in 2007 un-
der Allan’s stewardship; Kent Gee has served as its editor 
since 2011.  Currently, JASA, JASA-EL, POMA, and Acous-
tics Today have their own editors, AEs, and staff; Allan has 
left these ASA publications in healthy and strong positions 
for the incoming Editor-in-Chief, Jim Lynch (who I thank 
for helping to organize this history).  

•  Allan’s retirement gave rise to two new appointments, 
which I am very pleased to announce.  Jim Lynch began 
his service as ASA Editor-in-Chief Designate on 15 August 
2014 and will assume the title of ASA Editor-in-Chief on 
1 November 2014.  Jim is a Senior Scientist at the Woods 
Hole Oceanographic Institution.  Many of you know Jim 
from his service to ASA, including chair of the Technical 
Committee on Acoustical Oceanography, as a Member of 
the Executive Council, and as JASA-EL Editor.  

As Jim took on the Editor-in-Chief position, ASA named 
Charlie Church as the new editor of JASA-EL.  Charlie is a 
Senior Research Scientist at the National Center for Physical 
Acoustics, and a Research Professor at the University of Mis-
sissippi.  He is a Fellow of ASA and the American Institute of 
Ultrasound in Medicine.  He has long served as a JASA Asso-
ciate Editor for Biomedical Acoustics and Physical Acoustics, 

and also served as an As-
sociate Editor for JASA-
EL and POMA.  Charlie’s 
extensive service to ASA 
also includes the Publica-
tion Policy Committee, 
Membership Committee, 
and Committee on Prizes 
and Special Fellowships, 
which he currently chairs.  

I hope many of you are 
planning to attend the fall 

meeting in Indianapolis to share in the opportunity to gain 
new information, to network with others who share your in-
terests in acoustics, and to enjoy the company of friends and 
colleagues.  While in Indianapolis, be sure to offer congratu-
lations to Jim and Charlie, to thank Allan for his many years 
of leadership and service to ASA, and to wish Leo a very 
happy 100th birthday.
        
Judy R. Dubno
President, Acoustical Society of America
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