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Richard R. (Dick) Fay passed away 
on September 1, 2022. Dick, a prolific 
researcher and outstanding teacher, 
was active in the Acoustical Society 
of America (ASA) where he led the 

Animal Bioacoustics Technical Committee, served on 
many committees, and was associate editor of The Jour-
nal of the Acoustical Society of America. He received the 
ASA Silver Medal in Animal Bioacoustics.

Dick’s interest in hearing started as an undergraduate at 
Bowdoin College, Brunswick, Maine, and continued with 
doctoral studies at Princeton University, Princeton, New 
Jersey, in the laboratory of E. Glen Wever. Dick moved 
to the University of Hawai’i, Honolulu, where he was 
the only postdoc (and only student) ever of Nobel Prize 
winner Georg von Békésy. While in Hawai’i, Dick met 
Arthur Popper and they quickly started a highly produc-
tive collaboration and close friendship that continued for 
more than 50 years.

Dick initially sought to understand hearing capabilities 
of fishes. Although a comparative biologist at heart, Dick 
chose to focus on hearing in one species, the goldfish. 
This led to a totally unique body of work examining 
broad aspects of goldfish hearing. This ultimately enabled 
Dick to put fish hearing capabilities and mechanisms 
in a broader perspective of hearing and to make major 
contributions to understanding the evolution of verte-
brate hearing. 

Dick’s earliest studies focused on questions using psy-
chophysical methods. In these, he trained fish to respond 
when they detected a sound or when they detected a 
change in sound to answer a wide range of questions. 
He then went on to do physiological studies examining 
the response of the ear to sound. For these studies, Dick 
designed a unique “shaker table” that allowed him to 
stimulate the fish in three dimensions, enabling him to 
examine directional responses of the ear to sound. 
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Although he continued to study goldfish for his whole 
career, Dick also investigated the auditory responses of 
the central nervous system in toadfish, a highly sonifer-
ous species. In these studies, Dick and colleagues used 
physiological and anatomical approaches to understand 
and map auditory pathways in the brain. 

But Dick’s work extended well beyond the lab and the 
classroom. Dick and Art came up with the idea for a set 
of books on hearing. Although they thought that this 
would be 8 volumes, the series, known as the Springer 
Handbook of Auditory Research (SHAR), now has 76 
volumes, with Art and Dick as coeditors of every volume. 

Reflecting his broad interests in comparative hearing, 
Dick decided to collect all the hearing threshold data in 
the literature and put it in one place. This resulted in his 
classic psychophysics databook in 1988. Although the 
book has not been updated, it is still an invaluable source 
of the earlier literature for investigators around the world.

Dick spent most of his career at the Parmly Hearing 
Institute at Loyola University Chicago, Illinois, where 
he replaced William Yost, his friend and colleague, as 
director in 1998. Toward the end of his career, Dick had 
laboratories both at Parmly and at the Marine Biological 
Laboratory in Woods Hole, Massachusetts. 

Dick is survived by his wife Catherine, children Christian 
and Amanda, and four grandchildren.
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