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ExploreSound.org:  
Acoustics Education for Everyone

L. Keeta Jones

Imagine a world where the wonders of sound come alive, 
capturing the imaginations of young learners and pro-
viding a wealth of educational resources for teachers. 
ExploreSound.org was created by the Acoustical Society 
of America (ASA) to open a world of sound exploration 
and learning. From the melodious tunes of a favorite song 
to the echoes that bounce off the walls, sound has the 
power to captivate young minds and spark their curios-
ity. To that end, ExploreSound.org makes sure acoustics 
education is for everyone. In this article, I provide a brief 
overview of ExploreSound.org to encourage members of 
the acoustics community to visit the site and help spread 
the word about this educational platform.

Whether an instructor is using these materials for K-12 
students or college students, the website takes learning 
beyond textbooks and lectures, providing hands-on 
exploration opportunities that foster active engagement. 
The platform utilizes interactive simulations, virtual 
experiments, and online laboratories that allow educators 
to help their students manipulate sound waves, explore 
musical instruments, and understand the science behind 
various acoustic phenomena. These interactive elements 
not only make learning enjoyable but also deepen con-
ceptual understanding and develop critical thinking skills. 

At the core of the site lies curated content tailored specifically 
for K-12 educators. ExploreSound.org hosts a rich collec-
tion of interactive lesson plans (see ow.ly/ouCx50OW57F), 
educational videos (see ow.ly/3IhQ50OW59o), hands-on 
experiments (see ow.ly/AZf750OW5aS), and engaging 
activities (see ow.ly/cKMI50OW5cA), all designed to 
make learning about sound an exciting and immersive 
experience. From exploring the physics of sound waves 
(see ow.ly/qzNf50OW5es) to discovering the role of sound 
in health (see ow.ly/xfsR50OW5fw), the content covers a 
wide range of topics that align with various curriculum 
standards. ExploreSound.org even offers a dedicated 
section (see ow.ly/5Nci50OW5gG) filled with resources 

specifically designed to enhance teaching practices. Educa-
tors can access these resources for free to bring into their 
own elementary, middle, and high school classrooms to 
create dynamic and engaging learning experiences that 
bring the science of sound to life. 

Postsecondary educators can also leverage ExploreSound.org 
as a valuable resource to enhance college courses. For 
example, the previously mentioned lesson plans can be 
modified for college students as suitable introductory 
activities. The extensive library of lay-language research 
papers (see ow.ly/aiYO50OW5Y6), Acoustics Today 
articles (see ow.ly/jMkm50OW61R), acoustician pro-
files (see ow.ly/Kv5L50OW646), and many other things 
can serve as supplementary readings for college students. 
By incorporating these materials into a course syllabus, 
instructors can provide students with a deeper under-
standing of acoustics, its applications, and career options. 
Whether one is teaching a course in physics, engineering, 
music, biology, oceanography, or any other field related 
to acoustics, ExploreSound.org can be a valuable tool to 
supplement instruction and engage college students in 
practical applications of acoustical concepts. 

By offering comprehensive lesson plans, collaborative idea 
sharing, and multimedia resources, ExploreSound.org 
empowers all educators with the support they need to effec-
tively teach acoustics and sound-related topics. The platform 
equips educators with the necessary tools and knowledge to 
inspire students’ curiosity, deepen their understanding, and 
foster a lifelong passion for sound exploration. 

ExploreSound.org also offers accessible, engaging, and 
relevant content for elementary, middle, and high-
school students, aligning with their cognitive abilities 
and interests. The organization of the content encour-
ages students to explore and discover sound-related 
topics at their own pace and on their own time. Curious 
learners of all ages can delve into any aspect of sound, 
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such as musical instruments (see ow.ly/vcLX50OW6oH), 
sound waves (see ow.ly/svwP50OW6rh), hearing (see  
ow.ly/Xjc950OW6us), and animal communication (see 
ow.ly/Oznc50OW6x2). This autonomous exploration 
fosters a sense of curiosity, independent learning, and 
the development of a personal connection to the subject 
matter. By providing a variety of learning materials, inter-
active tools, and real-world examples, ExploreSound.org 
supports people with different learning preferences, ensur-
ing that they can engage with the content in a way that best 
suits their individual needs.

ExploreSound.org is an invaluable resource that empow-
ers educators and learners alike to explore acoustics. 
Members of the acoustics community have the oppor-
tunity to make a significant impact by visiting the site, 
discovering its wealth of resources, and sharing it with 
others. Spread the word about ExploreSound.org to 
fellow ASA members, colleagues, friends, and anyone 
who can benefit from its engaging content. Additionally, 
ASA members can contribute their expertise and ideas 
to improve ExploreSound.org even further by getting 
involved with the ASA Education in Acoustics Commit-
tee (Edcom). ASA Edcom enhances acoustics education 
and paves the way for a world where the wonders of 
sound are understood and appreciated by all. Together, 
we can ensure that acoustics education reaches a wider 
audience and continues to inspire future generations.
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BECOME INVOLVED

Would you like to become more involved with 
the ASA? Visit acousticalsociety.org/volunteer 

to learn more about the Society's technical and 
administrative committees, and submit a form to 

express your interest in volunteering!
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